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This history traces the development of Chinese society from antiquity until the dawn of the revolutionary 
movement in the early 1900s. This land containing 55 nationalities and about 1.3 billion people is by far 
the most populous of all nations. Chinese society passed through the primitive communal, slave, feudal, 
capitalist (colonial) and now socialist societies. It has the longest continuous civilization of any country in 
the world and a rich culture. Since the socialist revolution and its rapid economic and political 
development China has emerged as a great power although this latter period of Chinese history does not 
form part of this book. The Australian people, with their mostly European origins and despite the fact that 
China is our major northern neighbour, know little of China’s civilization or culture. This book can help 
fill this void. 
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